ST. JOSEPH SCHOOL
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE POLICY

SEPTEMBER, 2009

The following Financial Assistance Policy will be distributed to any school parents who request financial assistance in paying school tuition:

1.  The purpose of the Financial Assistance Policy is to ensure fair, consistent distribution of financial assistance to families who request help in paying tuition for St. Joseph School.

2.  To receive consideration for financial assistance, school families must be “active parishioners.”  Active parishioners:  

a.  Are officially registered at St. Joseph Parish

b. Join us weekly to participate in the Sunday Eucharist

c. Commit to Christian Stewardship:  time, talent and regular, just financial support of the Parish and School

d. Have signed and returned the St. Joseph Parish Community of Faith Commitment Pledge

3.  Active parishioners requesting financial assistance must submit the Private School Aid Services (PSAS) Application Form, along with the required documentation.  The application is available at the Parish Office or School Office.
4. Any family accepting tuition assistance must also complete a National School Lunch Form.

5.  Once the Parish receives information back from the PSAS organization, the Tuition Assistance Committee will review it and make a recommendation to the Pastor.
6. Families will be notified of the amount of their tuition assistance, but this will be considered “anticipated” assistance until the end of the school year because the family must:

a. Perform service to the Parish/School, as requested by the Pastor or Principal 

b. Timely make their reduced tuition payments

c. Notify the Parish immediately if their financial situation improves 

7. Any family accepting tuition assistance must sign a statement requiring them to agree to the conditions in Item 6 above.
8. Generally, tuition assistance for the upcoming school year should be requested by the deadline the Principal will provide in the annual letter announcing tuition rates for the new school year.
9. If an unexpected hardship arises during the school year, active parishioners can request tuition assistance by submitting the PSAS Form and would be subject to all the conditions in this policy.

10. The Parish reserves the right to check on the status of the PSAS application both with the applicant and the PSAS organization.
11. All information will be held in the strictest of confidence.

